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The courid having coavenaed en bane at 9 o'clock a.m.,

the Honorable Loosnard ve B. Sutton, Chief Justice, addressed

the court chd ascadbled suento a follov :
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MIUORTAL U0 WILLIAM LEE XNOUS

Fomariks by The Fonorshle Dan Hurhes

Honorable Judges, Fricnds end the Family of Lee:

acad ino o the recoxd the hilstorical stasement

I, e S 2
Tivglt 1ot me

'-n

Fal

o Lze firom his birth and the several offices to which he
woeg clected.

o was bera in Curay, Colorado, to John Francig and
Julia Bain ¥Znoug on Febmuary 2, 1809, He attended pubiic
cchools in Curay, then the Univergity of Colorado Law School,
graduating :n 1911, Ho was admittod‘to the Bar in July of
1911. lle storted to practice the law with Thomas Y. Bradshaw
in Ouray as Dradshaw and Xnouse. He was Deputy District
Atborney under Willian Veiser in 1912 and served until 1916.
cunsty Attoracy of Ouray County, moved to Montrose
avout 1917, and wan associ ated in the 1aw firn of which I was
& menter gnd aloo Charles J. Foynihane The firm was lknown ag
Moynihan, Hughes and Knous. He served saveral texms on the
" School Board & Hont“ 032, Ho was Wayor of lontrogse from 126
to '30. A member of the Ceneral nSSLMle in 1929, Ho was
elected to the Senate in 1930, and appointed as Floor Leader

in 32 and gerved through ?36. He was President Proten from

lic was elocted to the Colorado Suprame Court in 1936
and served until he was clected Governor of the State of Colo-
rado in 1947. In 1950 Le was appointed to the U; S« Districst
Judgeship

is affiliaticonss le was pregident of Western Colored

Bar Agcociciic
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ation of the Colorudo State Bar,'past rrecident of the Montrose

Rotary Club. A& member of Inspiration Lodge No. 143, Frec

and Accepted lagsons. Meanber of Ouray~16dgé No. 492, Benecvolent

and Protcctive Order of Elkg. Ho hold an honorary life membership

in the Elks Lodge. He was a meuber of the Episcopal Churcii.

4 nomber of the War Labor Doard for the 9th Region during Vorld

Ver IL. He was Past Exelted Ruler of the Ouray Elks Lodge.

He wag Chief of the Ouray'Volunteer Fire Department, and that

Qas one of his proudcst offices. Ho received his law degree

whea he waslzz yoars o | |
He was inteorested in all athletich particularly at

Quray and throughout'tho'HQStern Slopo as & hunter and fisher-

maite  lle wac cavelnr on tho Quray towm %eam which was semi-

professional, and always was very proud of hig ability az a

._ball player. He also waz an amateur boxer appoaring in neny

of the matehes on the VWestern Slope, nurticularly at Curay.

“hat was in the days whca dack Dempsey wag growing up and

boxing in that country. I remember pergonally when he boxed,

whilch wag supposedly just to be a sparring match, with Andy

Kalioy, one of the Deﬁpsey sparxing partncrs, and Lee came up

second,.

close associate of Lec Knous from my hich school days. Ve

“both startced the practice of lauw in 1911, and for'many years

+

irat public office was in 1912 as Deputy
Digtrict Attorney Lfor Quray County. From 1912 on he served
&5 & pudlic oXficial in many capacitiey, {irst in Ouray County

gnu then lontrose 00 ﬁtj.



Hig firet elcctive office was that of Mayor of lMont-
reses Then he bocane a member of the Colorado State Legig-
lzturo, then to tho Senate and then Governor, and then Supreme
Court Justice, and lascly Federal Judge. o

Lzo nevor lost an elec*ion. Hisg characteristics and
nental qualitics made him one of Colorado’a most outgtanding
citizons. As I have kaown hin lOP over a half century, lct ms

try and ligt some of these qu ali cies. First, he was humble

-

n 1

in that he wag free frem both GSObium and over—confidcnce.
Second, he hdd a remarkable degreo of what we call tho commo
touch. To know him was to bo his fricnd, for you knew when
ho was YOLP friend and you had'to reciprocaﬁe. Hé was the
cgual OL, and whon Ulbn him, on the same levcl uinh the da/
l"borcr, the farmer, the stockman and tha banker. Each knew
he was his fricnd, and so cacn wag his friend."

Third, ho had the best legal mind that it has becn

(2]

my privilago %0 know. Analytical a sound underétanding of
the principles of Lho cormen law and equlty, and the abllity
to put his conclusions in an undvrutandable language. dg a
Judge, the ab lity wo call the 91"1 as he vau it

Fourth, as a politician, he ran “scarbd.“ Never did
he L ke an election for grouted.  In his Tirst race for the
Houzse of Repregentatives, he just know he could not be elected.
Scme Tive dayz belfore election his stomach went bad, and he
_had to stay in bed. It vag terrible. Lee carricd every pre-
01nct, one precines by every voto cast, much to tho distress
of tha Republicon comnitieonan and committecwoman. I Shink
cach thought the other would voto for tho Republican candi-

ate aad they could claim that vote.



With all of Lec®s abilitids ag a lawyer and states-
man, he was bost and most at home as a companion and friend.
He loved to talk of his days in Ouray, in particular, of his
ability ac o baseball cabtcher and hunter and fiahcrman. VWhen
I say he was'humblc, tais applies more particularly ¢ his
public life and legal activities. As a basoball catcher,
aunter and fisherman, he gave no ground to any cne. If I
heard him extolling hic obilitiez as a catcher once, I would
gay I heard him fifty times.

he caught Smoky Joc Woods, later the fireball artlut
of ong of the Boston tezmz. EKHe loved to tell what a fast ball
Sacky Joc thrcn and wha men it took Yo catch him. He could
spond hours telling of his hunting and fishing expericnces.

On the ouhor hand, to my knowledge, whenever two shot

at the same b rd, his immediate reactlon was to exclaim to the

other hunter, "Tou surcly made a good ghot and knocked that

bird down.? It ig fair to say that he was the outstanding basc-

ball catcher, hunter and fisherman of the Western Slope scme
fifty yoears azo.

I might delve into othor instances whon the late
Pogber Simmg dlei.‘ I think at least cixty percent of the
lawyerg in Colorado immediately thought of Lee Knous ag his
-succegsor.  Lec ceme over home, came into the office. I was
district Judge then, and I kanow he had gomething bn hié rind,
so I said, ®“Loc, wvhat sieps have you taken in connection with
.this District Judgechip? We all wans to soo you in therec.®
Oh, ha didn?t knou whether he was qualilied. #Well,” I gaid,
“do you wanb 1t??  He gaid, ®Yes, I waat it,% go I called Ed

Joinson right then and there on tho phone, and I said, ¥Lce

b“,—-



J

iz here, and he would like to have that District Judgeship.®
Id said, *Well, why in the hell don't he 83y so?" And then
they talked. He wag humble in that sonse to a very remarkable
desree, | '

By his death, Colorado lost one of its mogt outstanding
¢itizensg and statesmen, and the people of Colorado lost their

best and most lovabla fricend.

fPOoP SO OBY




MEMORIAL TO WILLTIAM LEE KNOUS

Remarks by The Honorable Edwin C, Johnson

Your Honor Chief Justice Sutton, the Associate juétices,
{he Former Justices, tho family of our departed friend of blessed
memoxry, Ladies and‘Gentlemen; L |

Vhat I may say will ke somewhat'repetitious out the
things thatl we say about Judge Knous and Covernor Knous will
bear repetition over and over. They should be stamped indelibly
upon our hearts, So it won“t bo too greatly amiss if I repeat
some of tho observations that have been oxpressed. |

I recall'very distinctly the session of the Legis-
lature in which Covernor Knous first served.. A few of us were
sitting around in a bull sessioﬁ, wonde;ing about Ropresentative
Knous. All of us knew Charlie Moynihan, the eloguent, beloved
member of the fiwm, and we rather expected that Lee Knous would
be something along thet line, too. That firm}of Moynihan, Dan
" Hughes and Lee Knous was favqrably;known‘everywhere. We ware
sﬁrprised when we got acquainted with Lée Knéué, His down to
earth humility, his warm %riendliness and his realistic sense -
_df humor appealed to us s{réngly.

I recall that Sénato: Harrf Hanson from Moffat County,
and the representative from Eééle County, Lee Knous and I during
the noontime recess each day would go downtown and bowl a few |
games and eat our sandwiches as we bowled. Lee was a good bowler
and he loved it. In fact, he was proficient in athletics generally,
He dearly loved athletics and to fish and to hunt and revel in the
great outdoors. I meant much to him.,

In the political camgaign of 1946 Lt, Governor Robert
Knous was our driver., Leec Xnous and I were méking a trip to
Durango and in the San Juan Mountains we suddenly came upon one
of those beautiful vistas that are so awe inspiring, so glorious
in the fall of the year, ard it was October. The Judge asked
&Robert to stop the car and we gottout and marveled at Natures
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wondrous scene of beauty, a valley of golden aspens flanked by
scarlet red scrub oaks and topped by the forest of pines above,
Awed with this sight of sights, Governor Knous usually serene
was deeply moved by it. He had been away from hislbeloved~
San Juan Mountéins a long time, and he drank it in‘only AS aA
;over of nature could. He loved those mountéins. He loved
Colorado. o

One of the really great governors of Coloraﬁo was
Uncie Billy Adams, and Lee Knous had many of the attributes and
qualities of Uhcle'Billy. The same inexhaustiblé patience, thel
Sameluncanny gnderstanding,_the same love of people, the same
strong determination never to hurt'the feelings of anyone. Eoth
had these attributes, but both also'had‘the courage to face an:
issue squarély.and to do whatever was neCeséa;y in the peoples .
interesf. |

A reporter recently asked Lee Knous to compare services
in the judiciary with services in the administrative govérnmenﬁ.
Governor Knous'says, “There’s meally no Basis for comparison.
‘Each has its advanteges. In the governor’s office, one must make
decisions without much noﬁice, while in the courts, he has more
o opportunity to delibar&te,” Then he added this significant and
| revealing observation. He said, “Justice must be tempered with
nercy. L found it hard td keep mercy in its rightful place at
_ times.” Xnowing Judge Knous, it must héve been difficult for he
was a man with great sympathy., In each case, in each trial held
before him cach verdict that he rendered, I know that his heart was
heavy. “And yet,” Governor Knous told this reporter, “the law
must be upheld, and Judge Knous upheld the law., This gre&t judge,
and this great governor, upheld the law. He loved his country
too much to do otherwise, and he set aside his deep feelings of
sympathy, whenever necessary, painful as it was, to see that

justice prevailed.
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Often young fellows come to me and say,'”I would like
a little advice,” and I tell them--the first best advice is do
not take ny advice; and they say, “Well, I wanf to ask yaﬁ about
going’into'politics;” and I say, “Cood, I have threé testé which
you might think about. Do you love people? Do you like to help
people with their problems? Do you love your country will all
your heart?” And if the'answér to thoée three questions is yes,
then perhaps you may become a second Judge Knous, |

Governor Xnous truly loved the people. He operated the
office of Governor\gﬁAthe open door plan. No one who came to
see the governor, no matté:’how’insignificant his problem might
appear to everyone else, Governor Knous heard him, With the great
patience of Uncle Billy Adams, Governor Knous listened to him to
~ the end, heard his full story, and gave.him as much helpful
encouragement and advice as he possiblj_could.

| He was as thrifty and as careful of the expenditure
of public funds as that other greét governor sit{ing here today,
Governor Vivian. Each of them left the treasury in much better
shape than when they entered office--without increasing taxes.
These astute governors held the line against undue expenditures,
~ Both had deep concern for the taxpayers of the state, and for the
~ requirerents of the people, |

Oh, one could go on and on in paying tribute to Lee.
Knous; his friendliness, his warmth, his sincerity, his devotion
to the good things ;eft a deep impression upon everyvone of us
who came in contact with him,

It is hard for me to speak about this life that was
spent so gloriously and so hurbly in the service of the peopla,
A tribute should be raid to one who is present here today who
watched over him with love and devotion., He married his
school boy home town sweatheart. She helped him. She assisted
hin. ©She comforted and encouraged him, and he was.a man who

needed greatly the things that Marie Knous gave to him., May God
-8-




give her the strength to travel the road alone. A

I focl greatly horored with this opportunity of’
paying tribute to my boloved friend, this friend of the people,’
They are not casily fooled. They know the sincerity of their
friends. They knew that Lee Knous was their staunch friend
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Mr. Chief Justice, my brethern of the Bench and Bar, ladies
and gentlemen:

Judge William Lee Knous was the fourth Judge of the
United States District Court for the District of Colorado.
He was appointed by President Truman in April 1950;‘and
sexved on that Court for nearly ten years. Today, we pay
solemn tribute in memory both of the man and the Judge.

Judge Knous’ history is one of government service.

In his early years at the Bar he served as Deputy District
Attorney for Montrose County and as City Attorney for the
City of Montrose, Colorado. <Successively in his carrer
he was elected to the State House of Representatives, the
Colorado State Senate, the Colorado}Supreme Court and to
the Covernership of our great state. From the Governor’s
chair he came to the Federal Bench~-~bringing to it a rich
background of eXperience'in the private practice of law
‘and outsianding service in the legislative,‘judicial and
executive branches of our state governmeﬁt.

'No Judge who ever sat upon either of the Courts of which
Judge Xnous was honored fto become a member did so with
greater respect for the obligations of such occup&ncy.

His constant wish was thét he gain the Iight to see and to
do right--to the end that all that came before him might
have justice in its highcst'form; He believed in fair play
for everyman.

-

udge Knous had a great gift for friendship--his friends

were legion--and from every walk and station in life. He
was a humanitarian in every senseof the word; he had pro-
found coniidence and faith in, and complete respect for,

the individuals who constitute society. He had in his heart
a compelling passion to accomplish justice. He revered and
honored the Bench; and though he was forceful in his pro-

nouncenents, ho was even tempered, poised and courteous always.
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Possessed of a generous and warm heart, he was sympafhetic
and conslderate of the weaknesses of others, Judge Knous’
was devoted to what is right and good. Here was a man éf'
comprehensive understanding and wise discernment balanced
with rare common sense. His is a brilliant record of
faithful and rewarding service.to his profession and‘té his
 Statoe.

These are the qualities that won for him the love and
admiration, not only of the Bench and Bar, but of all those
who were privileged to ke associated with him,

The opportunity to serve with Judge William Lee Knous
on the United States District Court for the District of
Colorado afforded me one of the most t;easured privileges
of my life. It was a most congenial service. I am grateful
that this opportunity was afforded me for even so short a
time., Tho Judge Knous’ passing creates a void-that will be hard
to fill-his memory is sccure in our hearts.

U, S. District Judge Alfred A, Arraj
March 21, 1960, ’
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The United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth
Circuit pays tribute to the memory of the late William Lee
Knous, who at the time of his death was Chief Judge of the
United States District Court for the State of Colorado.

During his long service on the federal bench, Lee Knous
gained the xrespect and affection of all the judges of the
circuit. It is my high- privilcge to speak for them on
this solemﬁ occasion, ' |

I had the good fortune to know Lec Knous when he was a
mcmbar of the Colorado General Assembly, to héve appeared
before him as a lawyor when he was a Colorado Supreme Court
Justice and when he was a United States District Judge, to
have worked with him on interstate water matters when he was
Gévernor of Colorado, and to have ser§ed with hinm on the
United States District Courlt Sor the District of Colorado.
These years of associciion biought to me an,ever-inéreaéing
admiration of Lec Xnous as a man, a legal scholar, and, most
importently, a devotéd public servant who performed the duties
of office with unsurpassed faithfulneas and'sincerity.

Eorn and educated in Colorado,(Lee Knous throughout his
long and useful:l life applied his great talents in the ficeld of
public affairs. He loved his state and he lo#ed and understood
its pedple. They in turn rewarded him with may high offices,
all of which he filled yith honor and distinction. As Legis-
lator, Chicf Justice.of tﬁe Colorado Supreme Court, and
- Governor of Colorado, Leo Knous so endeared himself to his

fcllow citizens by his humility, his deep sense of responsibility,
.his wisdom, and his ieadership that few'equalled kim in popular
esteen, |
| Those for whom I speak today knew Lee Knous best as a

United States District Judge. The duties of a federal district




,jﬁdﬁe are most arduous and the responsibilities are of grave
consequence., Lee Knouc met the challenge of that office. .
wisely and courageously., On the bench he was patient,
courteous, and urderstanding, While firm in his insistence
én the traditional proprioties, he presided over his court
- with a personal charm and uhassuming'dignity'thét impressed
all whd appeared before him, Mindful of the rig ts of
litigants, learned in thé law, and willing to hear all sides
of every question Lee Knous hc¢ld the respect of lawyers and
litigants alike. That indefinable and intangible quality,
sometimes referred to as judicial temperament, is not found
in all mgn; indeed not in all judges; but Lee Knous possessed
it in such measure that to many he typified justice itself.

Perhaps no one is more criticai of a judge than are his
brethren on the bench._;ihoée'who worked with Lee Knous in the
trial and appellate courts, for on occasion he sat on the |
Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, recognized.his. keen
and analyﬁical nind which_quickly'moved to the heart of any
.controversy no matter how complicated. This professional
skill was coupled with é depth of human understandin which
ranifested his warm nature, his tolerance for the frailities
of mankind, and his zeal for the right, Intellectually
honest, with no touch of intellectual arrogance, Lee Khous "'
judged those.who came bofore him with kindliness, fairness,
and‘impariialityf?iithout heed of consequence., He was a
judge’s judge. _ .

The federal judges of ihe Tentﬁ Circuit express their
soxrow on the death of Lee Knous and their recognition of the
unselfish and devoted service which he rendered., We heve lost
a great jurist, a great man, and a great friend,

Judge Brietenstein,
Maxch 21, 1660,




WILLIAN LEE KNOUS

The greatness of men is measured by many standards. - For
the most part, I think, the appraiser takes an objective point
'of view, He measures his subject.by achievements ;- a great
general by his strategy;_his victorles; a great doctor by his
service perhaps in medical research; a great lawyer by his |
courtroom achievements; a great judge by his contributions to
lecal learning; a great sciontist by his disclosures of Nature’s
potentialities, My own standard of appraisal is,II am sure,
unorthodox. Illine is based on thelcdncapt that the greatest
contributiéﬁ.a living man can make is to provide happiness for
his fellow-beings, =-- in short, to leave his world of friends,
neighbors and follow-citizens a happier place than when he came
into it. That is why William'Lee'Knoﬁs was a great man. The
thousands of us who knew and loved this man, a truly distingﬁished
' lawmakor; executive, and jurist by any standards;'held our love
| andladmiration not because of those objeé{ive accomplishments;
great as they were, but because he put joy in our hearts because
of his very prescence, he made us happy, his ever-present smile
and twinkling eyes made us feel good, he made us always conscious
of the worth of living in a world of which he was a part. My
wofld and your world is a better place just for Lee Knous having

passed our wave

~James Mo Noland. () it o s '
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t is my horox and privilege, as President of the Colorado

sgociation, to read a resolution adopted by the Board of

ors of the Colorado Bar Association at a meeting held

vy 16, 1960,




RESOLUTION

BE LT RUIOLVED, by the Board cf Governors of The Colorado
Bar Association, that the lawyers of Colorado mourn the death
ol the lionorable William Lee Knous, : - g

: Judge Knous was a native of Colorado, educated in its
schoosls and Univexsity, and devoted his long and useful life
to tho service of the ptople of the state he loved, Suc-
cossively, he was Mayor of liontrose, a mcmber of the House
of Representativos of the General Assembly, a momber of the
State Senate, Justice and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court,
and Covernor of Colorada, and in his lasit years Judge of the
United Statcs District Court. In every capacity he was noted
for his integrity, his scholarship, his strict devotion to
duty, his kindly manner in dealing with the persons and the
problens that engaged his official attention, for the friend-
ships he made with aell vho came to know him, and for the
hweility which marled his approach in all the many things
wviich his responsibilities in the highest offices and as a
man imposed upon him, .

The layyers of Colorado knew and respected him as an
able practitinnor and as a fair, competent, and just judge.
They and all of the paople of Colorado knew and respected
hin as an honest, capable, and industrious citizen, legis-
latoxr, judge, and administrator, His carecer has been without
parallel in the hundred years of the history of our State,

WVe phall miss him; and we shall not see his like again,

We extend to his widow and to his sons our heartfelt
syapathy, and earnestly pray that the Lord will comfort and
sustain them, : : .

Alopted by the Poard of THE COLORADO BRAR ASSOCIATION
Governors of the Colorado : ' ‘
Par Lssociation et its

meewing held in Denver,:

Colcrado, on Januvary 16,

19360,

: By Donald S, Molen
Dated tHis 2nd day of Donald S, lMolen .
February, 19606 . - Executive Secretary

SEAL




In addition to'Sproading the above resolution on
- the rocord of this solemn occasion, I should like also
to be permitted to add a few personal remarks. | ,
Judge Knous was everything this resolution has said.
He was much more., He was kindly and gentle toward those,
such as I, who came before him on infrequent occasions,
both while he sat on the bench'of:this Court and on the
Fedoral bench. He was batientlwith those who practiced
‘ rarely in these courts, “
With his own sural background, he was woll grounded.
in practical matters as well as in legal theory., I can
- well remember the twinkle in hié‘eye‘aéva lawyer endeavored
to instrucf hir in certain fundameﬁtals 6f sheep ranching,
"a subject hoe was thoxoughly familiar with, his association
with Judge Hughes in Montrose in‘itsclf having béen ample
N educati¢n“' . |
Preéident Eisonhower; in a receﬁt proclamation con-
cerning Law Day, USA, has said: |
"WIIEREAS one of The greatest heritages of Americaﬁ
citizenship is a government of law before which
all men stand as equals, and the dedication of our
people to freedom under law has made possible the
remarkeble growtlh and development of our society
in all its aspects; and '

"HEREAS respect for justice under law is vital
and abiding only when its roots are grounded in
our many traditions of religion, ethies, and
philosophy with their common teaching concern-
law as the foundation of our social orderses”

it is particularly fitting fhat we should honor here today
a great jﬁdge viio held sﬁch a respect for justice under }aw;
and who esemplified the type of jurist and man whose roots
arc so grounded, : . ‘

We shall miss him, but we shall be better mén and better

iawyers for having known him,
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